

SENT DEPARTMENT IO53, BONN 940, PRIORITY GENEVA 71. 

GENEVA FOR HILLENBRAND . 

ON RETURN GENEVA YESTERDAY I REQUESTEDL APPOINTMENT MAYOR BRANDT J ^T 
HE RECEIVED ME AT HIS HOUSE LATE LAST NIGHT IN USUAL FRIENDLY ^j 
MANNER BUT STATED HE PARTICULARLY GLAD HAVE CHANCE TALK , AT 
LENGTH BECAUSE HE HAD NEVER BEEN MORE DEPRESSED IN HIS LIFE X 
AND WISHED UNBURDEN HIMSELF. PRINCIPAL CAUSES HIS LOW STATE T 
MINDj n" 1 

1, HE IS EXTREMELY UPSET OVER APPARENT DECISION MOT HOLD . 
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN BERLIN ON JULY \ PARTICULARLY AFTER , 
IT HAS BEEN SO FREQUENTLY STATED PUBLICLY THAT THEY WILL BE ^ 
HELD HERE. FURTHERMORE FIVE YEARS AGO PREVIOUS PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTIONS HELD HERE AND PRECEDENT CREATED. IF IT ABANDONED K' 
CAN ONLY APPEAR TO RUSSIANS AND BERLIN POPULATION THAT WEST I 
BEATING RETREAT FROM BERLIN. BRANDT IS CONVINCED THAT SUCH 
RETREAT WILL NOT FAVORABLY IMPRESS RUSSIANS BUT MERELY EGG THEM 
ON AS FAVORABLE GESTURES TO RUSSIANS ARE NOT APPRECIATES BY 
THEM BUT MERELY EXCITE THEIR DERISION. HE ADDED THAT SPD HAD 
iEARNED THROUGH ITS OSTBURO THAT AFTER HIS COLLEAGUE OLLENAUEfH* 

? IS I TED KHRUSHCHEV IN SOV EMBASSY EAST BERLIN HE AND SOCIAL I SpZ 
ARTY HAD BEEN SUBJECT OF DERISIVE WITTICISMS BY KHRUSHCHE^ ^? 
' 10 HAD MADE FUN OF THEM AS EASY TO FOOL. BRANDT ALSO DEPRfSSSK 
t CIRCUMSTANCE THAT HE UNABLE ASCfcRI A I.-: WHO IS RESPONSJBLfc fORrg 
ICISION NOT TO HOLD PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION HERE, IN S§ FAR" _^ 
„y HE CAN LEARN EVERYONE CONCERNED DISCLAIMS RCSPONSlfiJL/TY ANtes 
PUTS IT ON TO SOMEONE ELSE. GERMANS GENERALLY BLAME %LL1ES ANF*" 1 

HE HAD "HM^M™!! THIS 

COPT • THU.9QP7 murt b >,r.fthM^<^a C^trj^^ Ah'Ji 
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HE HAD HEARD THAT ALL I ES D I SCLA. M ANY RESPONS I B I L I TY . 

H1 o OPPRESSION RE THIS MATTER FURTHER INCREASED BY EFFORTS 

EYES OF WORLD. 

» HE HAD LEARNED THROUGH GERMAN CHANNELS THAT WESTERN FOREIGN 

MiN.STESf HAD PRESENTED MEMORANDUM TO RUSSIANS ON JUNE 3 

ZiCH REF-oStEDLY MADE MAJOR CONCESSIONS WITH REGARD TO BERLIN ^ 

TO BE INFORMED CONCERNING ITS CONTENTS. HIS REQUEST hau 
W N JtIhIM»NO HIS PEOPUE--AFTER ALL THE BUSS.ANS KKW. 

sL^^r^K™- :/r s a. 

Tnon^.ANQ THAT THEY HAD NO RPT NO INTENTION YIELDING ANY 
Se7?5 SSs^lSSw BUT THAT THEY- WERE WILLING LISTEN TO 

SECRET 



SECRET 
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INCOMPLETE INFORMATION HE IS RECEIVING THROUGH GERMAN CHANNELS 
AND IS THEREFORE ESPECIALLY THANKFUL FOR REASSURANCE HE HAS 
RECEIVED THROUGH US THAT CONFUSING AND DISHEARTENING PRESS 
REPORTS HAVE NO FACTUAL BASIS. 




aJMSQ TOEGRAM Department of State 



I: BERLIN 
Seoretary of Stat* 
1053, JUNE 5, 8 P.M., 



(SECTION TWO OF TWO) 

syur 



JUNE 5. 1959 * I 

7:42 P.M. nf 



RMt PRIORITY 

SENT DEPARTMENT 1053, BONN ^40, PRIORITY GENEVA 7' 

GENEVA FOR HILLENBRAND 

I TOLD BRANDT/ I HAD BEEN GLAD BE ABLE REPORT IN GENEVA THAT 
BERLINERS WERE KEEPING UP THEIR SPIRITS. HE ADDED THAT THIS 
WAS TRUE, THAT MORALE WAS STILL GOOD, BUT THAT HE WAS RECEIVING 
INCREASING REPORTS TO EFFECT THAT PEOPLE THROUGHOUT CITY WHO 
HAD NOT HITHERTO SHOWN INTEREST IN SUCH THINGS WERE GIVING 
MORE AND MORE ATTENTION TO DISCOURAGING PRESS POLITICAL REPORTS. 
BRANDT MADE IT VERY PLAIN THAT BERLIN MORALE WILL BE SUBJECT 
MOST SEVERE STRAIN WHEN BERLINERS BECOME AWARE THAT PRESIDENTIAL 
ELECTION WILL NOT BE HELD HERE AND THAT SOME PUBLIC GESTURE 
ON THE PART OF THE WEST WILL BE NECESSARY TO COUNTERACT BAD 
EFFECT OF SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT. 

BRANDT TOOK UP FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL POINTS I 

A. HE WOULD BE LEAVING BERLIN NEAT MORNING TO VISIT COPENHAGEN. 
I AFTER RETURNING FOR WEEKEND WOULD LEAVE TUESDAY FOR A 2 l/2 

DAY VISIT PARIS. SOME HIS COLLEAGUES HAVE SUGGESTED THAT WESTERN 
J FOREIGN MINISTERS MIGHT BE CRITICAL OVER HIS LEAVING CITY NOW.Q 
3 HE ASKED ME TO REPORT THAT HE CAN BE REACHED AT ANY MINUTE gg 
THROUGH GERMAN DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS IN COPENHAGEN OR PARIS AND g| 
THAT HE FELT IT WOULD BE HARMFUL FOR HIM PUT OFF HIS VIS I TS- 3 

B. BRANDT REMARKED PARENTHETICALLY AFTER HIS ADVERSION TO 23 
KHRUSHCHEV'S REACTION TO OLLENAUER VISIT THAT CONTROVERSY WHICjCi 
HAD ARISEN IN SPD ABOUT SPD JOURNALISTS' VISITS TO SOVIET UNION 
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WAS APPARENTLY RESOLVING ITSELF SATISFACTORILY. I BELIEVE 
HE INSERTED THIS REMARK TO REGISTER OPINION THAT CONTROVERSY '," 
EMBARRASSING TO NEGOTIATIONS IN GENEVA WAS NOT LIKELY TO BREAK 1 , 
OUT IN THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC PARTY AND THAT THE PRO-WESTERN t . 
ELEMENTS IN PARTY WERE GAINING STRENGTH. 

C BRANDT DESCRIBED AS UNFORTUNATE ADENAUER'S ANNOUNCEMENT THAT 
HE WISHED CONTINUE AS CHANCELLOR AND WOULD NOT BE CANDIDATE FOR 
PRESIDENCY. IT WILL GREATLY CONFUSE POLITICAL SITUATION AND 
NOT BE CONDUCIVE TO ADENAUER'S OWN PRESTIGE WHILE 
AT SAME TIME CONTINUATION IN CHANCELLOR'S OFFICE WILL SUBJECT 
HIM TO PHYSICAL AND MENTAL STRAIN WHICH MIGHT TERMINATE HIS 
ACTIVITY UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES THAT COULD FURTHER COMPLICATE 
SITUATION. BRANDT HAD NOT HAD TIME THINK OVER FULL IMPLICATIONS 
OF ANNOUNCEMENT BUT HIS INITIAL REACTIONS REMARKABLY NON- 
PARTISAN. 

RE BRANDT'S COMPLAINT UNDER HEADING (2) ABOVE, WITH TELEGRAMS 
NOW RECEIVING I CAN REASSURE HIM REGARDING WHAT IS NOT RPT 
NOT BEING DONE IN GENEVA. HIS DISCONTENT WITH HIS OWN PEOPLE 
OVER THEIR FAILURE BETTER TO INFORM HIM AND BAD EFFECT OF 
THEIR TACTLESS REMARKS. SUCH AS THAT MATTERS CONCERNING BERLIN 
ARE NOT MATTERS ABOUT WHICH HE CAN ALWAYS PROPERLY QUERY THEM, 
PRESENT PROBLEM THAT UNFAVORABLY AFFECT ALLIED INTERESTS 
BUT CANNOT BE REMEDIED WITHOUT GERMAN CORRECTIVE ACTION. 

RE BRANDT'S CONCERN ABOUT PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION, I RECOMMEND 
THAT WE TELL GERMANS GO AHEAD AND HOLD ELECTION HERE. IF 
ELECTION IS NOT HELD HERE WE WILL BE BLAMED. RESULTING BAD 
EFFECT ON BERLIN MORALE WILL VERY LIKELY BE SUCH THAT SOME 
EXTREMELY STRONG GESTURE FROM WESTERN ;.S I DE WILL BE REQUIRED 
TO REPAIR DAMAGE— AND SUCH GESTURE MI.6HT INVOLVE MUCH MORE 
OBJECTIONABLE IMPLICATIONS THAN HOLDING.' ELECT I ON HERE. 



